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On March 27 in Sao Paulo (Brazil) at a seminar titled "A Latin American Strategy for the Amazon,"
Sao Paulo State University professor Enrique Amayo Zevallos told participants that Japan has
stategic and economic interests in the construction of a highway linking the Amazon with the
Pacific. Amayo said wood, pulp, minerals and grains are Amazonian products that could be exported
to Japan via a road between the northeastern Brazilian state of Acre and a Peruvian port. For the
past two years, the Japanese government has expressed interest in investing US$300 million in a
project negotiated between Acre and the Peruvian province of Madre de Dios. However, Tokyo has
not pushed the project in anticipation of conflict and controversy. Opposition from the US, based
on alleged environmental concerns expressed by President George Bush, have stalled the Japanese
initiative. According to Amayo, Japan's comprehensive national security doctrine is based on
"peace and harmony," since maintaining peace is vital to a country that imports over 90% of its raw
materials, including crude oil and iron ore. Japanese national security depends on good relations
with the regions supplying vital raw materials, as well as markets for Japanese exports. Amayo said
caution, retraction and retreat are standard Japanese responses if there is any threat of conflict.
Next, the professor said a Pacific-Amazon highway would diminish the strategic importance of the
Panama Canal, a fundamental factor in US hegemony in Latin America and the Pacific. Amayo
said, the root of President Bush's objections "are not exactly ecological," but rather strategic and
economic. Amayo asserted that eventually, as Japan's economy and its role in global production
expand still further, the highway or some other project link Japan with Andean nations is practically
inevitable. At the end of WWI, Japan contributed only 1% of global production, compared to 14%
at present. In contrast, the US share of world output declined from 50% to 22% in the same time
period. The planned highway, passing through Peru, would be an engineering challenge, crossing
the Andes at an average altitude of 3,850 meters. Amayo said environmental protection of the
Amazon, the drug trade, and Peru's Sendero Luminoso rebels all present further problems. (Basic
data from Inter Press Service, 03/27/92)
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